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ABSTRACT 

Background. The history of the development of Islam in Indonesia is 

a crucial study for understanding the social, cultural, and political 

processes that have shaped Indonesian society to this day. The arrival 

and development of Islam did not occur in a single instance, but rather 

through various channels and interactions with local cultures. 

Therefore, a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of Islamic 

history in Indonesia is necessary to understand its contribution to the 

formation of national identity. 

Purpose. This study aims to examine the historical development of 

Islam in Indonesia from its early days to the modern period. 

Specifically, it analyzes theories about the arrival of Islam, the 

channels through which it spread, the role of Islamic figures and 

institutions, and the impact of Islam on the social, cultural, and 

political life of Indonesian society. 

Method. This research employed a qualitative method with a library 

research approach. Data were obtained from history books, scientific 

journals, and relevant academic sources discussing the development of 

Islam in Indonesia. The data were analyzed using a historiographic 

approach, emphasizing descriptive and interpretive analysis. 

Results. The study shows that Islam spread peacefully in Indonesia 

through trade, education, marriage, and cultural outreach. The process 

of Islamization occurred gradually and adapted to local culture, giving 

rise to a moderate and inclusive form of Islam. Furthermore, Islam 

played a significant role in shaping social structures, religious 

traditions, and the development of education and politics in Indonesia 

to the present day. 

Conclusion. Based on a study of the history of Islam's development in 

Indonesia, it can be concluded that the entry and development of Islam 

occurred gradually, peacefully, and adaptively through various 

channels such as trade, education, marriage, and cultural propagation. 

These findings indicate that the success of Islamization in Indonesia is 

inseparable from Islam's ability to interact with local cultures without 

losing its teachings.  
KEYWORDS 

History Of Islam, The Development Of Islam In Indonesia, Trade 

Routes. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Islam is the religion with the largest number of 

adherents in Indonesia and plays a crucial role in shaping 

the nation's social, cultural, and political identity. The entry and development of Islam in the 

archipelago did not occur suddenly, but rather through a long process involving trade, cultural, and 

da'wah interactions.  According to Azra (2004), Islam arrived in Indonesia peacefully, brought by 

traders and scholars from the Middle East and Gujarat. Therefore, studying the development of 
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Islam in Indonesia is crucial for understanding how this religion adapted to local values and 

contributed to the formation of the nation's civilization. 

Several previous studies have examined the process of Islamization in Indonesia from various 

perspectives. Ricklefs (2008) explains that the development of Islam in the archipelago was not 

only theological but also social and political. This study shows how Islamic kingdoms such as 

Samudera Pasai, Demak, and Mataram Islam became centers of Islamic dissemination in the early 

days. However, these studies still focus on macro-historical aspects without fully explaining how 

the internalization of Islamic values occurred within local communities. This demonstrates the need 

for a more contextual approach to the development of Islam in Indonesia. 

Furthermore, a study by Hefner (2011) highlighted the modernization of Islam in Indonesia 

through educational movements and Islamic organizations such as Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul 

Ulama. He believes these two organizations played a significant role in shaping the tolerant and 

inclusive image of moderate Islam in Indonesia. However, Hefner (2011) also noted that new 

challenges have emerged in the era of globalization and digitalization, with a shift toward more 

literal and conservative religious understandings. This demonstrates that the dynamics of Islamic 

development are not limited to historical contexts but continue to unfold in the social and 

ideological realms of contemporary Indonesian society. 

These studies demonstrate that there is still room to explain how Islam in Indonesia has been 

able to adapt to social and technological changes without losing its core values. Most studies focus 

on history or institutions, while aspects of cultural and social transformation have not been 

comprehensively examined. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to analyze the development of 

Islam in Indonesia by highlighting the process of adapting Islamic values to modern social and 

cultural dynamics. This article is expected to provide a more comprehensive understanding of how 

Islam in Indonesia continues to evolve while maintaining a balance between tradition and 

modernity. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research uses a qualitative descriptive approach aimed at exploring the dynamics of 

Islam's growth in Indonesia from historical, social, and cultural perspectives. This approach was 

chosen because it provides researchers with the opportunity to explain the process of Islamic 

diffusion and change within a diverse societal context. According to Creswell (2014), qualitative 

methods are highly appropriate for examining complex and contextual social phenomena through 

the interpretation of narrative data. Therefore, this research focuses on detailed descriptions (thick 

text) of the journey of Islam in Indonesia from the initial phase of its spread to the present. 

This type of research is library research, utilizing written sources as the primary data. Data 

were collected from books on the history of Islam in Indonesia, academic journals, archives, 

government documents, and relevant previous research findings. According to Zed (2014), library 

research aims to collect secondary data through critical and systematic analysis, so that specific 

patterns or trends in the development of Islam can be identified. In this case, the research does not 

involve direct human involvement, but rather focuses on texts, historical records, and academic 

studies. 

The characteristics of the research subjects include representation of various stages of Islamic 

development in Indonesia, from the classical Islamic kingdom era, through the colonial period, to 

the modern era. Researchers conducted a literature selection covering three main aspects: (1) the 

initial process of Islamization, (2) the development of socio-religious institutions such as Islamic 
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boarding schools and Islamic organizations, and (3) the dynamics of Islam in the context of 

globalization and digitalization. Literature selection was conducted purposively, based on its 

relevance to the research focus (Sugiyono, 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Research results indicate that the evolution of Islam in Indonesia occurred in three main 

phases: initial Islamization, strengthening of institutional structures, and transformation into the 

modern era. In the initial phase, Islamization proceeded peacefully through trade and marriage 

relations. Azra (2004) notes that scholars and traders from regions such as Gujarat, Arabia, and 

Persia played a crucial role in introducing Islamic teachings to coastal communities in the 

archipelago. Islam was well-received due to its ability to adapt to local cultures without imposing 

drastic changes. In this regard, the spread of Islam was acculturative, combining Islamic values with 

local traditions, such as ceremonies, art, and social systems. 

The second phase was marked by the emergence of Islamic kingdoms that became centers of 

power and religious education. Kingdoms such as Samudera Pasai, Demak, and Mataram Islam 

played a crucial role in shaping social and political structures based on Islam (Ricklefs, 2008). 

During this period, Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) and religious institutions began to develop 

as centers of Islamic education. These institutions then served as the primary drivers of the spread 

of Islam throughout the archipelago. However, the impact of Dutch colonialism hampered the 

progress of Islamic institutions due to the secularization of education policies. Nevertheless, Islamic 

boarding schools (pesantren) continued to exist as traditional educational institutions, preserving 

local Islamic identity and serving as symbols of resistance against colonialism. 

The third phase of Islamic modernization emerged in the twentieth century. According to 

Hefner's research (2011), organizations such as Muhammadiyah, Persis, and Nahdlatul Ulama 

played a significant role in advancing modern Islamic education and striving to improve religious 

teachings. Modernist movements emphasized the importance of rationality and innovation in 

religious practice, while traditionalist groups sought to preserve Islamic heritage tied to local 

culture. These differing views created an active social dynamic, resulting in Islam in Indonesia 

displaying characteristics that are moderate, tolerant, and open to modernity (Rahim, 2019). 

In the current climate, the growth of Islam in Indonesia is also influenced by developments in 

information technology and social media. According to Lim (2017), the phenomenon of "digital 

Islam" has created new ways of preaching and religious education that can be widely accessed 

through online platforms. However, this progress also presents challenges in the form of the 

emergence of religious narratives that tend to be exclusive and radical. Analysis shows that 

Indonesian society seems to divide religious understanding into two poles: one that is progressive 

and open to technology, and another that is more conservative toward global influences. Thus, 

Islam in Indonesia is currently in a transitional phase, where the combination of traditional and 

modern values is key to the loss of the identity of Islam Nusantara. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The history of the development of Islam in Indonesia shows that the process of Islamization 

occurred gradually, peacefully, and contextually through diverse social interactions, such as trade, 

education, and cultural acculturation. This pattern emphasizes that the acceptance of Islam did not 

occur through coercion, but rather through the values of dialogue that enabled Islamic teachings to 
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become firmly embedded in community life. By understanding this process, readers can see that the 

character of Indonesian Islam was formed through complex and ongoing historical dynamics. 

The importance of this study lies in its relevance in explaining the moderate, tolerant, and 

inclusive face of contemporary Indonesian Islam. This historical understanding helps readers—

especially educators, students, and observers of Islam—to view differences in religious practices as 

part of the historical process, rather than as deviations. Thus, this research reinforces the awareness 

that history plays a significant role in shaping the religious and social attitudes of Indonesian 

society. 
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